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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

October 16, 2014 
 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on October 16, 2014 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS:   ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
Mr. Andy Block, Vice President  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education  
Richard Abramson, Esq.  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich   Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster         Treasurer 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
     (late arrival)    Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 
      
BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 40 persons from the public, staff and 
Mr. Jerold Grupp   press 
 
SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Thomas asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mrs. Thomas.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Rick Moore Memorial Fund Grants:  Mr. Klein introduced members of the Council Rock Education 
Foundation.  Ms. Jill Shurtleff spoke about the Rick Moore Memorial Fund which was established to 
support the use and integration of technology in the area of social studies and the pre-vocational 
training needs of students with special needs.  Ms. Suzanne Wray, Executive Director, together with 
Ms. Shurtleff and Mr. Bauer, presented 2014 grants to Kelly Korn for the Satellite Student Store 
Transition Project - CR South; John Engelhardt for the Conover Academy Online - CR ACHIEVE 
Program; Jim McNeill and Colleen Senf for the Historical Documentary – CR North; and Lynne 
LaBerge for the iPods to facilitate language and functional skills – Goodnoe Elementary.  Mrs. 
Brooks further stated that these grants embody the essence of what Rick was so passionate about and 
was glad to honor his memory in this manner.    
 
EduLink Notification System:  Mr. Klein called upon Mr. Frederickson to provide an update on the 
test being conducted on the emergency notification system, including the success rate.  It appears that 
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EduLink is reaching all the phone numbers in the system.  Mr. Klein commended Mr. Frederickson 
and his staff for their time and efforts.  
 
CR enVision Math Presentation:  Parents are invited to attend a workshop on the envision Math 
Program—the elementary math program.  The program will be held on Tuesday, October 21st, 7:00 
p.m., at the District’s administrative office at Chancellor Center.   
 
CR Forum on PA Core Standards:  An informational session for parents on the recently adopted PA 
Core Standards for Math and English Language Arts will be held at the District’s administrative 
offices at Chancellor Center on Monday, November 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. The Deputy Executive 
Director of the Intermediate Unit, Dr. Mike Masko, together with two representatives from the 
Department of Education, will lead the session.  Questions may be forwarded to standards@crsd.org 
prior to the meeting. 
 

“Raisin Great Kids” Speaker Series: On Thursday, October 23rd, the first session of the Speaker 
Series will feature Dr. Kenneth Ginsburg who will lead a discussion on Building Resilience in 
Children and Teens: Giving Kids Roots and Wings.  Dr. Ginsburg is a nationally recognized 
expert on adolescents and has appeared on The Today Show, NPR, and Nightly News programs 
of all three networks.  Dr. Ginsburg is a pediatrician specializing in Adolescent Medicine at The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia as well as a Professor of Pediatrics at the University of 
Pennsylvania, School of Medicine.  The event is free and open to the entire school community.  
To register and RSVP, visit the CR Education Foundation website at 
www.creducationfoundation.org.       
 
Public Comment 
Heather Brossman, Richboro, PA, Capital Planning Committee Member, addressed the Board about the 
removal of classroom trailers.  The classroom trailers were a short term solution and that was almost 20 
years ago.  There are 37 trailers being used as classrooms throughout Council Rock.  The District recently 
spent $200K to remediate mold.  The quality of education is being tainted by a negative perception that 
comes with modular classrooms.  The removal of these trailers would have a positive impact on the 
District and community.  The Committee was asked to consider demographic capacity for all students, 
future adaptability and anticipated changes within the school curriculum that may support full-day 
kindergarten, special education needs and adaptations, and alternative education with continuity and 
preservation of neighborhoods.  All three plans recommend the closure of modular classrooms.  
Additional classrooms will need to be added to school buildings to accommodate students placed in 
classroom trailers.  Enrollment numbers may change in the coming years and she would not be in favor of 
closing any buildings that may be needed in the future.  The Board’s legacy rests with the removal of the 
classroom trailers. She would like the Board to vote for the removal of modular classrooms on November 
6. 
 
Amy Fitzpatrick, Ivyland, PA, appreciate the commitment of the Board to transparency.  She would like 
to see Mr. Klein’s power-point presentation.  She was disappointed to learn that Mr. Klein’s model for 
redistricting moved a small collection of Northampton residents from its Wrightstown community.  To 
reach the right decision on specific redistricting lines a committee should be formed that is open to 
community feedback.  A computer model is never going to be able to explain the historic and real world 
ties that one block, a neighborhood or a multiple square mile community has with another.  She continues 
to advocate that the Northampton students in Wrightstown be kept with their friends and community and 
be allowed to attend Wrightstown or Newtown schools. 
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Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, Capital Planning Committee Member, respectfully disagrees with what 
was said and done at last week’s meeting.  Members of her Committee who recommended the closure of 
Wrightstown would never recommend that students be placed in a building that could not fit.  The 
students all fit when the Committee looked at the number of sections at peak, peak enrollments, Schrader 
2012 existing capacities, and 100% capacities.  The 100% capacity is not their full-time equivalents 
(FTE).  The projections that were presented by Mr. Klein had Newtown Elementary and Sol Feinstone 
Elementary above 100% capacity.  Goodnoe Elementary is up 75 based on a development that is coming 
online.  Based on a study by Rutgers University, the Walden Square Development testified that there are 
only going to be 18 school-age children going into the public schools.  To delay and keep seats open for 
something that will happen in the distant future and will be gradual over time, she still stands by the 
Committee’s recommendation. Copies of the Rutger study (3.0 Economical Impact Analysis) and PEL’s 
(Pennsylvania Economy League) projection of Estimated Dwelling Unit Construction by Elementary 
Attendance Area form 2013-2022 (Table 2-5) were made available. 
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA. spoke about the Administration’s vision for elementary schools 
which was posted last Friday.  Research indicates that longer grade spans are better, fewer transitions 
produce better outcomes for students.  It further indicates that 7-8 is not a good model but it works at CR.  
She spoke about her recently analysis of other school districts and how CR compares to school districts 
with more transitions and shorter grade spans, the 2011-12 PSSA Results, and who utilize a variety of 
grade configurations.  She encouraged the Board to review her handouts which show that other models 
can work and do work.  She also asked the Board to vote on November 6 to redistrict.  
 
Ginny Yarnall, Rolling Hills, PA, commented on the classroom trailers at Rolling Hills Elementary.  Of 
the four trailers, one is being used as a classroom.  She would be willing to share a plan which reassigns 
the use of some of the classrooms so that the students in the modular classroom can be moved inside the 
building.  She would hate to lose about 90 students with redistricting.  For the past 17 years, Rolling Hills 
has been on a list to renovate and to have the classroom trailers removed.  She advocated for keeping 
Rolling Hills Elementary open.   
  
Discussion Items 

• Capital Planning:  
Mr. Klein reviewed and discussed the Administration’s model to remove modulars at the elementary 
level.  Seventeen (17) modulars would be removed in the 2015/16 school year at Rolling Hills, Richboro, 
Hillcrest and Wrightstown with two (2) modulars remaining at each school for storage.  Program changes 
and the creation of additional classroom space were noted. The Administration also considered realigning 
the space at LSAC (Law School Administration Council). Eliminating the use for shipping and receiving 
would create a dilemma in trying to find storage space; however, the Administration could centralize 
receiving.  Network Operations Center (NOC) would be relocated to CR North and the space currently 
used by NOC could be redesigned to accommodate the ACHIEVE Program.  The Sloan School and 
Twilight Program will remain at LSAC for the 2015-16 school year.  Next year, the Administration will 
begin to explore other spaces for the ACHIEVE Program, Sloan School and Twilight Program since the 
lease with LSAC ends with the 2016-17 school year.  Lastly, it would be a stretch to move the operations 
from Twining Ford Facility but we could look to do that over a period of time if we actually were doing a 
middle school renovation or looking to vacate Richboro Middle School.  The Administration could 
consider a buy and leaseback arrangement if the people were willing to do that.  The uses at Twining Ford 
Facility are very specific and necessary for the School District.  It is not that the functions couldn’t be 
relocated but it would be difficult to do that for the 2015-16 year.    
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Mr. Reinhart reviewed and discussed the estimated savings for the removal of modular classrooms and 
reducing space at LSAC.  The removal of seventeen (17) modular classrooms would generate 
approximately $95,150 in savings.  Renovation costs for LSAC would be paid from the capital reserve 
fund. 
 
Questions were raised about the relocation of NOC, change in capacity at CR North, the space 
requirements and configuration for the programs remaining at LSAC in terms of security, followed by a 
lengthy discussion on the utilization of space, school capacity, and redistricting. 
 
Mrs. McKessy stated that given the upcoming contract negotiations and issues related to PSERS (Public 
School Employees’ Retirement System), the Board needs to be sensitive to what the community can 
tolerate in terms of potentially closing two schools, considering renovations of another school, 
redistricting and removing classroom trailers.  
 
Mrs. Brooks did not think that repurposing Wrightstown Elementary as a K-4 school would be a good 
solution.  She would be interested in hearing from the community in Wrightstown.  
 
Mrs. Sexton would recommend that (1) Wrightstown Elementary be closed, (2) the modular classrooms 
be removed and (3) the entire district be redistricted by the 2015-16 school year.  Mr. Block did not think 
that the District would be in a position to close a school next year.   
 
Dr. Foster was interested in hearing from the community on a K-1 grade configuration at Newtown 
Elementary and Wrightstown Elementary.  He would like to see more detail and use of spaces in each of 
the schools, including any constraints imposed by the State, if any.  Without this information it would 
difficult to determine if the District is over or under capacity.  He isn’t requesting an efficiency study, nor 
is he asking that a firm be hired to perform this work.   
 
Mr. Byelich suggested that an outside group be hired to make sure the space is being utilized efficiently 
and to take away any conflict between the Board and Administration.  He also wanted to extend the time 
from November 6 to November 20 to vote on the issues. 
 
Mrs. Thomas stated that this process started 2 ½ years ago and she is prepared to vote and will make the 
best decision based on the right information.  She would be open to wait 2-3 weeks but not 3 months.  A 
majority of people have expressed their desire to remove the modular classrooms but she does not believe 
the District will be able to close a school and remove the classroom trailers in one year.   
 
Mrs. Brooks noted that there are 3 unsustainable schools, with a declining enrollment.  Given the cost to 
renovate these buildings, the District cannot afford to keep these schools open.  Perhaps a solution is to 
move forward with the removal of classroom trailers.  An efficiency study should be done over the course 
of next year. 
 
Mr. Block also thought that the Board should explore how the space is used at each of the schools and did 
not see a need to hire an outside firm to perform the work. 
 
Mrs. Thomas commented on the information provided to date and stated that discussions will continue 
next week at a public meeting at Chancellor Center beginning at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The following matters were presented for approval: 
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A. Minutes of Board Meetings held: 

• September 11, 2014 

• September 18, 2014 

• September 20, 214 
B. Special Services Agreements 

• Woods Services 

• Lifeworks Placement 

• Settlement Agreement JM 

• Settlement Agreement and Release GL 
C. Waiver of Expulsion Hearing Agreement 
D. McGrath Agreement 
E. Treasurer’s Report for Month Ending September 30, 2014 
F. Approval of: 

• General Fund      $3,155,624.76 

• General Fund – Payroll     $8,842,909.84 

• Safe Schools Grant     $     10,241.10 

• Capital Reserve      $   226,658.40 

• Capital Projects      $   253,821.69 

• Food Service      $     13,398.54 

• Self Insurance Fund     $   219,918.07 

• Student Activities Fund     $     59,377.33 
G. Approval of the following additions, deletions, changes, exonerations and refunds to various tax 

duplicates:  Additions:  Occupation Tax $20,180.00; Personal Per Capita Tax $1,530.00; 
Adjustments:  Occupation Tax: $(18,960.00); Personal & Per Capita Tax:  $(900.00); Refunds: Real 
Estate Tax:  $42,953.60; Occupation Tax:  $3,788.80; Personal/Per Capita Tax:  $0.00.  

 
After discussion, upon motion duly made by Mr. Byelich and seconded by Mr. Block, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, Items A-H, as listed above, subject to audit.  Mr. Byelich voted in favor of 
all items with the exception of Item E.   
 
Items for Board Approval 

 

Personnel Actions 
Dr. Foster moved to approve the Personnel Actions and Ticket Takers and Game Workers Listing and 
Mrs. Brooks seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous 
consent.  The Personnel Actions Report dated October 16, 2014 is attached hereto as Appendix A and by 
this reference incorporated as if set forth in full herein.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present.   
 
Approval of Four New High School Courses   
Mrs. Brooks moved to approve the following four new high school courses – Honors Marketing, AP 
Accounting, Accelerated Calculus and Honors Latin beginning in the 2015-2016 school year and Mr. 
Byelich seconded the motion.  
 
Mr. Desko presented a brief overview of the inclusion of the new high school courses during the 2015/16 
school year.  Mrs. Brooks also stated that these courses fill a gap in the District’s offerings and will 
significantly improve how students choose courses.  
 
Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not 
present. 
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Approval of Maintenance Equipment Bid #14-36 
Upon motion duly made by Mr. Abramson and seconded by Dr. Foster, the Board approved to award the 
2014-2015 Maintenance Equipment Bid #14-36 to Detlan Equipment for the purchase of a portable 
generator and a post hole digger at a total cost not to exceed $3,859.00 and to Robert E. Little, Inc. for the 
purchase of 2 ride mowers/blowers at a total cost not exceed $20,770.00, subject to audit, by a vote of 8 
ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 
Agreement of Change Orders 

• Change Order No. GC01-001 to Premier Builders, Inc. for the Renovations to CRHS North Secured 
Entry Project.  The General Contractor is crediting the District for the unused Material Allowance 
remaining in their contract for the Renovations to CRHS North Secured Entry Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. GC01-001 to Premier Buildings, Inc. for Contract No. 1 
– Renovations to Council Rock High School North Secured Entry Project in the credit amount of 
$8,433.00 and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion 
by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 

• Change Order No. 01 to Sargent Enterprises Inc. for the Richboro Middle School Floor Finish 
Replacement Project.  The Asbestos Abatement Contractor is crediting the District for the floor work 
damaged by their demolition activities and repaired by the general contractor for the Renovations to 
CRHS North Secured Entry Project.   

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. 1 to Sargent Enterprises, Inc. for the Richboro Middle 
School Floor Finish Replacement Project in the credit amount of $2,266.42 and Mr. Byelich seconded the 
motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp 
was not present. 
 

• Change Order No. 01 to Sargent Enterprises Inc. for the Wrightstown Elementary School Floor Finish 
Replacement Project.  The Asbestos Abatement Contractor is billing additional costs for the increased 
scope of work to abate unforeseen asbestos containing materials based on unit costs provided as a part 
of their base bid for the Wrightstown Elementary School Floor Finish Replacement Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. 1 to Sargent Enterprises, Inc. for the Wrightstown 
Elementary School Floor Finish Replacement Project in the additive amount of $117.50 and Mr. Byelich 
seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  
Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 

• Change Order No. GC01-001 to Craftsource Inc. for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project.  The General Contractor is crediting the District for the unused 
Material Allowance remaining in their contract for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. GC01-001 to Craftsource Inc. for Contract No. 1 – Sol 
Feinstone Secured Entry and Administrative Addition Project in the credit amount of $12,561.00 and Mr. 
Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous 
consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
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• Change Order No. PC02-001 to Apex Plumbing & Heating Inc. for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry 
and Administrative Addition Project.  The Plumbing Contractor is crediting the District for the 
unused Material Allowance remaining in their contract for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. PC02-001 to Apex Plumbing & Heating Inc. for Contract 
No. 2 – Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and Administrative Addition Project in the credit amount of 
$2,192.80 and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion 
by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 

• Change Order No. MC03-001 to Goshen Mechanical for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project.  The Mechanical Contractor is crediting the District for the unused 
Material Allowance remaining in their contract for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. MC03-001 to Golden Mechanical for Contract No. 3 – 
Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and Administrative Addition Project in the credit amount of $1.135.00 and 
Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous 
consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 

• Change Order No. EC04-001 to MJF Electrical Contracting, Inc. for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry 
and Administrative Addition Project.  The Electrical Contractor is crediting the District for the unused 
Material Allowance remaining in their contract for the Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and 
Administrative Addition Project. 

 
Mr. Block moved to approve Change Order No. EC04-001 to MJF Electrical Contracting, Inc. for 
Contract No. 4 – Sol Feinstone Secured Entry and Administrative Addition Project in the credit amount of 
$3,069.80 and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion 
by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 
Professional Services Agreement for Geotechnical Investigations 

The Board reviewed and discussed Phase I of the preliminary study and the right to terminate the contract.  
It was noted that Phase II would proceed only if a decision is made to move forward with the project. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Block, the Board awarded the 
Professional Services Agreement for Geotechnical Investigations to David Blackmore and Associates at a 
total cost not to exceed $26,560.00 for the Proposed New Newtown Middle School, subject to audit and 
solicitor review, by a vote of 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain.  Mr. Byelich voted against.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was 
not present. 
 
Howes Tract Farmland Lease 
Mrs. Section moved to approve the Howes Tract Farmland Lease and Mrs. McKessy seconded the 
motion. 
 
Discussion ensued on the purpose and use of property, its market value and the option to sell.  After 
further discussion and upon motion duly made by Mr. Block and seconded by Mrs. Brooks, the Board 
approved to table this discussion and the motion until the next meeting.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not 
present. 
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Independent Contractor Agreement with Entrance Systems, Inc. 
Upon motion duly made by Dr. Foster and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved the Independent 
Contractor Agreement with Entrance Systems, Inc. for the replacement of select glass window units as 
described in the Agreement for the Maureen M. Welch Elementary School, at a cost not to exceed 
$19,000.00, subject to audit, by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  Note:  Mr. Grupp was not present. 
 

Approval of Donations 

• Holland Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization 
 
Mr. Abramson moved to approve the Holland Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization’s donation 
of $10,169.95 toward the purchase of a classroom set of 30 iPads and iPad PowerSync Cart.  The total 
cost of the purchase is $14,169.95.  Mr. Block seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board 
approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 

• Hillcrest Elementary School PTO Donation 
 
Mr. Abramson moved to approve the Hillcrest Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization’s 
donation of $6,000.00 for the estimated cost of the placement of a Mosaic Mural in the Hillcrest 
Elementary School Main Lobby in honor of the school’s 25th Anniversary.  Mr. Block seconded the 
motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 

Solicitor’s Report  

Mr. Cox stated that an executive session will be held following the Board’s meeting to review and discuss 
a personnel item.  Attached to the solicitor’s report is a memo on the timeline for making a decision to 
close a school if the Board decides to venture down that path.  He also noted that Footnote 1 addresses the 
judicial treatment of how to define a school closure.     
 
Board Items 

None. 
 

Public Comment  

Tara Wigginton, Ivyland, PA, commented on Mr. Klein’s presentation.  It was noted that students in the 
ACHIEVE Program are being moved into a smaller space and will have to share a restroom.  CR is no 
longer looking to save $300K.  Over the past month, the success of these programs became a model for 
other school districts and in one year, it has doubled in size.  Mr., Klein advised Ms. Wigginton that the 
space occupied by NOC is larger than the space that is currently used for the ACHIEVE Program.  He 
further noted that the students in the ACHIEVE Program would not have share a restroom and assured her 
that separate restroom facility would be installed.   
 
Stephanie Barry, Wrightstown, PA, commented on the proposal to close Wrightstown Elementary School.  
She questioned how the students at Wrightstown Elementary would fit when Newtown Elementary and 
two other elementary schools will be above capacity.  The models show there are not enough classrooms 
for students transferring from Wrightstown.  She was interested in knowing the projected savings if 
Wrightstown Elementary was closed, including the District’s plan to cut expenditures.  If the District 
needs to expand capacity to accommodate the students from Wrightstown, she would like to know how 
the District plans to do this together with the associated costs.   
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, felt that K-1 and 4-5 grade configurations would work.  It would 
be valuable to look at other grade configurations where the students could fit in schools without 
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classroom trailers.  She supports the idea of looking at efficiencies, determining how the buildings are 
going to be used and calculating the capacities at each school.   
 
Adrienne Vance, Wrightstown, PA, voiced her concern about the lack of progress and leadership.  Need 
to assume responsibility and come to an agreement based on facts and logic   
 
John Rasiej, Wrightstown, PA, voiced his frustration over the Board’s indecision to close school(s).  He 
did not understand why the District needs to keep the schools open if there are fewer students.  There 
hasn’t been a need for more schools since 2007.  The Board should be stewards of the taxpayers’ money 
and with that comes the responsibility to spend it wisely.  He refuses to go another year without making a 
decision to close a school(s).  
 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, reviewed and discussed the capacity at Goodnoe Elementary.  The 
Schrader report indicates that Goodnoe has 920 students at 100% capacity and PlanCon’s FTE is 1,075. 
When Schrader went to the principals, the Administration wanted to know how the school would look 
like if the classroom trailers were removed.  Goodnoe would have 53 teaching stations – six of which 
would be rooms that are divided.  The students would fit.  She would like Goodnoe Elementary to remain 
open. 
 
Jason Funk, Wrightstown, PA, keeps hearing about enrollment being down.  Keep talking about closing 
an elementary school when enrollment is going up.  The PEL study that the Board utilized was off by 100 
students on the elementary level.  Mr. Klein showed last week that there will be three schools above 
capacity.  Where are these students going to go if you close elementary schools?  The District will have a 
bigger problem if schools are closed.  He further noted that a K-1 grade configuration will affect a lot 
more people.  It would also double their bus routes.   
 
Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, was confused with the model Mr. Klein presented which indicated that 
five elementary schools would be overcrowded.  The numbers aren’t adding up.   Hear from people every 
week that enrollment is down.  She would like to discuss the details of the presentation and have people 
look at what their schools will look like. 
 

Board Comments 

Academic Standards Committee Meeting:  Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee will meet on 
November 6 at 6:00 p.m.  Mrs. McClendon will review and discuss her research on class size, including 
the practices followed by neighboring schools who reach their capacity.  She will also compare the SAT 
results.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 


